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starvation wage, or drift helplessly into the manufac-
turing town. It was no wonder that agglomeration of
our agricultural labourers in the noisome slums of
the industrial cities, where they were again ruthlessly
exploited by the ground-landlord in addition to the
capitalist master, came to them, in the main, as a
merciful release. The increase in their wages seems
trifling to us, but it was vital to them, and their con-
gregation in cities meant for them the possibility of
combination. Industrial capitalism, it must never be
forgotten, was in fact the beginning of the emancipa-
tion of the working class, Incredible though it sounds,
it was a better thing for the workman, even at its most
hideous, than the ruthless and unrelieved oppression
of the peasant that had been carried on by the
capitalist landed proprietor and his ally the city-
merchant for two centuries before. It was not the
new capitalist master of industry who invented the
conception of property without human obligation,
as the champions of cour old nobility' are fond of
asserting. The old nobility had grown rich by it long
before.

The change was that the congregation of workmen
into the slums of industrialism aroused in them the
faint stirrings of a consciousness of their solidarity. The
slum of the manufacturing town had this pregnant
difference: that it was a slum in which the inhabitants
were crowded together in thousands in their homes,
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